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European Alternatives Industry Approaches €1.50tn in AUM  

Amundi and Preqin today launch the most comprehensive analysis ever undertaken of the alternative assets markets 
in Europe. Based on industry-leading data collected by Preqin since 2003, this report gives a comprehensive view of 
the world’s second most significant region, after North America, for the alternative investments industry. Europe has a 
rich and evolving alternative assets ecosystem, with over 5,700 fund management firms and 2,800 institutional 
investors overseeing investments across private equity, private debt, real estate, infrastructure, natural resources 
(collectively termed ‘private capital’) and hedge funds.  

The total assets under management for the alternative assets industry in Europe reached a record €1.48tn as of 
September 2017, the report finds. This has been driven by strong inflows of capital: Europe-focused private capital 
funds – including private equity, private debt, real estate and real assets – secured a record €184bn in 2017, having 
seen annual totals increase every year since 2011. At the same time, 52% of Europe-based hedge fund managers 
saw net inflows in 2017 – the highest proportion of any region – as the industry recorded €27bn in net capital inflows. 

Fundraising activity has been supported by strong long-term performance compared to other investments. Europe-
focused hedge funds posted average annualized returns of 6.33% in the five years to the end of March 2018, 
significantly above the 1.94% posted by the FTSE 100 in the same period. Private capital funds focused on the region, 
meanwhile, have returned an average of 14.7% in the five years to September 2017, higher than either North 
America- (13.1%) or Asia- focused (12.5%) funds. 

For more information and analysis, see the full Alternative Assets in Europe Report here: 

http://docs.preqin.com/reports/Preqin-Markets-in-Focus-Alternative-Assets-in-Europe-June-2018.pdf 

Mark O’Hare, Chief Executive – Preqin: 

“With a mix of mature and emerging economies, and an evolving social, political and regulatory environment, the 
European market for the alternative assets industry requires careful navigation. Certainly, European alternatives are in 
rude health, and the prospects for growth are good: more than 2,800 investors in the region allocate to one or more 
alternative asset classes, and assets based in the region are nearing €1.50tn. 

But the coming years won’t be without challenges, particularly in the face of more stringent regulation, as well as the 
end of quantitative easing and its impact on the availability of financing. Now more than ever, investing in Europe 
requires expertise and judgement to materialize its promised rewards.” 

Pedro Antonio Arias, Global Head of Real and Alternative Assets – Amundi: 

“It is no longer just European banks and governments that are providing funding for the real economy: insurance 
companies and pension schemes are also playing their part. The popularity of alternative investments among pension 
schemes and insurance companies is well understood: the unconventional monetary policies developed in response 
to the Global Financial Crisis had a significant impact on all asset classes. 
 
Real assets are appealing to long-term investors for three reasons: they allow such investors to capture an illiquidity 
premium; they enhance income through a source of predictable returns; and they create diversification, as they have 
low correlation to traditional asset classes.” 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

About Preqin 

Preqin is the leading source of information for the alternative assets industry, providing insight and analysis gathered by its global 

teams of dedicated researchers. Founded in 2003, the company is a frequent source of intelligence used in the global financial 

press, through its online databases, regular publications and bespoke data requests. 

For more information, please visit www.preqin.com, or email us at info@preqin.com. 

About Amundi 

Amundi is Europe’s largest asset manager by assets under management and ranks in the top 10* globally. Thanks to the integration 
of Pioneer Investments, it now manages more than 1.45 trillion**† euros of assets across six main investment hubs***. Amundi offers 

                                                           
* Source IPE “Top 400 asset managers” published in June 2017 and based on AUM as of end December 2016. 
** Amundi figures as of March 31, 2018 
*** Investment hubs: Boston, Dublin, London, Milan, Paris and Tokyo 
**** Based on market capitalization as of March 31, 2018 
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its clients in Europe, Asia-Pacific, the Middle-East and the Americas a wealth of market expertise and a full range of capabilities 
across the active, passive and real assets investment universes. Headquartered in Paris, and listed since November 2015, Amundi 
is the 1st asset manager in Europe by market capitalization****. 

 
Leveraging the benefits of its increased scope and size, Amundi has the ability to offer new and enhanced services and tools to its 
clients. Thanks to its unique research capabilities and the skills of more than 4 700 team members and market experts based in 37 
countries, Amundi provides retail, institutional and corporate clients with innovative investment strategies and solutions tailored to 
their needs, targeted outcomes and risk profiles.  
 
Amundi. Confidence must be earned. 
 
Visit www.amundi.com for more information or to find the Amundi team closest to you. 
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This document is solely for the attention of journalists and professionals of the press/media sector. The information contained in this 
document is given solely in order to provide journalists and professionals of the press/media sector with an overview of Amundi’s 
investment management strategy and the use of same falls within their sole editorial independence, for which Amundi assumes no 
responsibility.  
 
This document is not intended for citizens or residents of the United States of America or to any “U.S. Person”, as this term is defined in 
SEC Regulation S under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933 and in the Prospectus of the Fund. The « US Person » definition is provided in the 
legal mentions of our website www.amundi.com. 

 

This document is being issued inside the United Kingdom by Amundi Asset Management, with a share capital of EUR 746 262 615, Registered office : 
90 boulevard Pasteur 75015 Paris France - 437 574 452 RCS Paris - which is authorised by the AMF under number GP04000036 and subject to 
limited regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority for the conduct of investment business in the UK  under number 401883 with its registered office 
at 41 Lothbury, London EC2R 7HF. Details about the extent of our regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority are available from us on request. 
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