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European Alternatives Industry Hits €1.62 Trillion in Assets  

 

Preqin today launches its second annual Alternatives in Europe report in partnership with Amundi, which examines the 
alternative assets industry’s most diverse region, and for the first time provides a breakdown of the sector in each 
major European country. 

The report finds that although the macroeconomic picture for Europe has been muted in the past 24 months, the 
alternatives industry in the region is moving from strength to strength. 2018 has seen record activity across most 
alternative asset classes, with Europe-based alternative asset fund managers holding €1.62tn in AUM as of the end of 
June 2018 – up almost €300bn in just three years. 

The opportunities present in Europe are apparent to investors globally – almost half of the institutions with a 
preference for the region are now based in North America, with significant proportions coming from the Middle East 
and Asia. 

Hedge funds remain the largest part of the European alternatives market (€608bn), but across the industry, AUM has 
declined in the past 12 months, leaving private equity poised to overtake as the largest asset class in the region 
(€559bn). 2018 marked a record year for private capital deal making, with transactions surpassing €374bn, while the 
record rate of fundraising seen in 2017 showed no signs of slowing.  

For more information and analysis, see the full 2019 Alternative Assets in Europe Report here: 

https://docs.preqin.com/reports/Preqin-Markets-in-Focus-Alternative-Assets-in-Europe-July-2019.pdf 

“Europe’s alternative assets industry is in rude health, with assets under management surging even as the wider 
financial picture remains cool,” said Mark O’Hare, Chief Executive of Preqin. “Moreover, it is extremely diverse both in 
terms of asset class and the different regions and countries across the continent. With more than 6,300 fund 
managers and 3,000 investors active in Europe, it is more important than ever to shed light on the incredible array of 
opportunities present throughout the region. That is why we are pleased to partner with leading operators like Amundi 
to present the most in-depth analysis of trends across the industry ever compiled.” 

Pedro Antonio Arias, Global Head of Real and Alternative Assets at Amundi commented: “The continued growth of the 
European alternatives industry demonstrates the vital role that insurance companies, pension funds and asset 
managers such as Amundi provide in funding the real economy, while Europe’s small and medium enterprises have 
never had such a diverse range of solutions when considering their capital structure. The benefits for our clients are 
obvious, with real assets in particular allowing pension funds and insurance companies to capture an illiquidity 
premium while still delivering superior and predictable returns with a diversified portfolio .” 

Key Facts on Alternatives in Europe: 

 Europe-based alternatives funds now hold €1.62tn in assets under management. 

 The UK remains the largest market by far, with fund managers based in the country holding €948bn. 2018 saw 

the country match 2015 in activity levels, reversing a decline seen in the wake of the Brexit vote.  

 Hedge funds are the largest asset class (€608bn), but assets fell by 9% in 2018 due to underperformance. Private 

equity, meanwhile, has grown by 8% in the first half of 2018 to reach €559bn. 

 2018 saw record deal values for private equity buyout, venture capital and infrastructure transactions in Europe. 

As a result, total private capital deals reached a record €375bn. 

 There are 6,300 fund managers and 3,000 investors based in Europe that are active in alternative assets in 

2019. 

 3,900 investors now target private equity investments in Europe. The largest proportion (48%) are based in North 

America. 

 The largest proportions (80%) are targeting private equity and real estate investments, with 59% seeking 

hedge fund investments and minorities targeting real assets and private debt. 

https://docs.preqin.com/reports/Preqin-Markets-in-Focus-Alternative-Assets-in-Europe-July-2019.pdf
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About Preqin: 

Preqin is the Home of AlternativesTM, the foremost provider of data, analytics and insights to the alternative assets 

community. From pioneering rigorous methods of data collection to developing a revolutionary platform, we have 

committed ourselves to furthering the understanding of alternatives for over 16 years. Through close partnership with 

our clients, we continuously build innovative tools and mine new intelligence to enable them to make the best 

decisions every day. 

For more information, contact our dedicated press team at press@preqin.com or call (+44) 20 3207 0265. 

If you would like to receive direct weekly updates on the latest research, blogs, publications, conferences and product 

developments, then sign up to Preqin’s new Spotlight Newsletter. This will not affect your receiving Preqin press 

releases. 

 

About Amundi: 

Amundi is Europe’s largest asset manager by assets under management and ranks in the top 10* globally. It manages 

1,476 billion† euros of assets across six main investment hubs‡. Amundi offers its clients in Europe Asia-Pacific, the 

Middle East and the Americas a wealth of market expertise and a full range of capabilities across the active, passive 

and real assets investment universes. Clients also have access to a complete set of services and tools. Headquartered 

in Paris, Amundi was listed in November 2015. 

Thanks to its unique research capabilities and the skills of close to 4,500 team members and market experts based in 
37 countries, Amundi provides retail, institutional and corporate clients with innovative investment strategies and 
solutions tailored to their needs, targeted outcomes and risk profiles.  
 
Amundi. Confidence must be earned. 

 
Visit amundi.com for more information or to find an Amundi office near you. 
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* Source IPE “Top 400 asset managers” published in June 2018 and based on AUM as of end December 2017  
† Amundi figures as of March 31, 2019 
‡ Investment hubs: Boston, Dublin, London, Milan, Paris and Tokyo 
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